"YUAN THE RED/' THE JUDAS OF SUN

only invites thee to slay thee, as lie did General
Chang."

"It is my duty to go," declared Sun. "Over this
foul murder of Chang, by an estrangement in re-
publican ranks, civil war may ensue. We must
have the unity of the Chinese Republic preserved.
If I do not go to Peking, the people will think
that I am afraid of Yuan. If I do go, the people
will know that I am there to protect their in-
terests and not to defend this wicked murder."

So Sun proceeded to Peking immediately.

Yuan sent the Son of Heaven's chariot to bring
Sun from the Peking railway station to the palace.
Whole regiments of Yuan's picked soldiery at-
tended the Founder of the Chinese Republic, and
all Peking turned out to do him honor. Never
in that ancient seat of Manchu imperial control
was there a more real or affectionate welcome
given by the people. After the second day, how-
ever, Sun refused to use the imperial chariot and,
furthermore, ordered that his retinue of soldiers
be cut down to one hundred men, the usual
Chinese guard of honor.

I asked Sun, "Were you not afraid that the
predictions of your followers would come true,
and that you, too, would be murdered by Yuan?"

Sun smiled.

"No, because I knew that Yuan was a very
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